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From the Vice President

Sonja Fritzsche

The SFRA Support a New Scholar Grant deadline has just closed on November 
15, 2020 for the graduate student competition.  For those interested in the non-
tenure track scholar competition look for that call in the early fall of 2021. Since we 
weren’t able to host a conference, the Student Paper Award has been suspended for 
this year.  But graduate students who present at our conference in summer 2021 - 
make sure to submit your paper for consideration for this award in in response to the 
e-mail call that will go out in fall 2021. 

We are excited to be discussing plans for an all virtual conference 2021 hosted by 
Graham Murphy and Seneca College in Toronto. Dates will be announced soon so 
keep a look out! This will no doubt be one of our most international conferences yet 
due to the virtual format. 

The SFRA Country Representatives have met twice now since the beginning of 
the fall and are busy sharing information, ideas, and expanding the global network 
of scholars working on science fiction. We are still looking for representatives as 
many countries have yet to be represented so don’t be shy and please e-mail me 
if you are interest (fritzsc9@msu.edu). The current rep list is: http://www.sfra.org/
Country-Reps. The job description is as follows:

A  SFRA Country Representative  facilitates academic communication on science 
fiction for their specific country to SFRA members, and also passes on SFRA news/
events to their own colleagues in country.  Such activities include taking flyers to 
conferences, posting on SFRA social media (Facebook, Twitter, or Listserve) about 
conferences, symposia, publishing opportunties, etc. The SFRA News will include 
a column that will be written by country representatives on rotation.  Must be a 
member of the SFRA.

Look for the information that these country representatives will be sharing so 
that you can become aware of opportunities near you or on the other side of the 
globe. The virtual spaces that we occupy now make this type of sharing possible in 
ways that we could only have imagined just 6 months ago. Our next meeting is in 
early January 2021. Country representatives will also be writing a contribution for 
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the SFRA Review so look for this new addition to find out a more detailed account of 
work going on in a particular country. Also don’t forget to pass on information to me 
if you want me to post an event or cfp for you on Facebook and Twitter.  I’m always 
open to other suggestions and ideas as to how we can help to promote the work of 
our colleagues in the SFRA.
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