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From the Vice President

Sonja Fritzsche

GREETINGS to everyone! 
I hope that this issue of the SFRA Review finds you healthy and safe. What strange 

times we find ourselves in, very science fictional, and all too real for many of us who 
are confronting multiple challenges. I am reminded of Poet Damian Barr’s poem on 
the COVID-19 crisis that begins: “We are not all in the same boat. We are all in the 
same storm. Some are on super-yachts. Some have just the one oar.” We all need to 
consider the disparate impacts the pandemic is having on specific demographics—
race, ethnicity, age, gender, disability/medical conditions, and a variety of family 
configurations. Please think of these as you engage with your colleagues, science 
fictional and otherwise. Have patience and be patient with yourself and those around 
you, as we all do not always recognize or acknowledge the stress we are truly under.

Under normal conditions, we would be celebrating now yet another successful 
conference at Indiana University with Rebekah Sheldon, De Witt Douglas Kilgore, 
and their colleagues, but this novel virus intervened. We hope that they will volunteer 
again in the future so that we can visit the beautiful rolling Hoosier hills. I already 
have the 2021 conference on my calendar, which will take place at Seneca College 
in Toronto, Canada with generous host Graham Murphy. We are already in talks 
regarding the potential for in-person and virtual options for the conference, so 
stay tuned for more information as it comes available. Congratulations to all of the 
winners of the 2019 awards! All very well deserved!

So far we have a number of SFRA Country Representatives and you can find their 
contact information on the SFRA website under that category at the top. Thank you 
to all who have contacted me so far. It is not too late to volunteer, so please contact 
me. We will also be having a virtual meeting soon to brainstorm across countries 
how these representatives would like to be advocating for the study of science fiction 
in their countries and how the SFRA might help these efforts. Again it is possible for 
a country to have more than one liaison, so if you are interested, please contact me 
at fritzsc9@msu.edu.

Please also continue to pass on your announcements and any CFPs that you 
would like to have posted on the SFRA Facebook or Twitter pages.
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